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Korean Kugyol

Chung, Jae-young

Classical Chinese writing has been read and understood on the Korean
peninsula for a long time. Likewise, efforts to write Korean language
using Chinese characters, as well as practices of writing in classical
Chinese, the common textual medium of East Asia, date to ancient
times. Techniques of using Chinese characters to write Korean are
known as ‘loan character transcription systems’ ({&F#ac#:, Chaja
pyogibeop). Loan character transcription systems in Korea started
with the transcribing of proper names. The next step involved the
practice of interpreting or reading Chinese characters in the vernacular;
finally, methods were developed for writing sentences in the vernacular
using Chinese characters. These practices represent a universal
phenomena, found in many nations and periods of history, whereby
a foreign writing system is used to transcribe an indigenous language,
or an indigenous writing system is used to transcribe a foreign language.
In Korea, the initial stage of sentence—unit transcriptions involved
simply transposing Chinese character texts from Chinese word order
into Korean; this evolved to a stage where grammatical particles and
endings, so-called to (1) in Korean transcription tradition, were
inserted into the text. Kugyol(IIE#) developed as a method of facilitating
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the translation or interpretation of Chinese texts in Korean as they
are read. Kugyol appears to date from the time of the Shilla monk
Uisang (F&iffl, 625-702).

Kugyol can be classified into three basic types: Symbol-kugyol
(4¥98005k,  Buho-kugyol), Seokdok-kugyol(¥EHOk, translation
kugyol), and Eumdok-kugyol(F3H0E,, transliteration kugyol). Of
course, the criteria for defining symbol-kugyol are not the same
as those used for defining seokdok-kugyol and eumndok-kugyol.
But, I classify kugyol into three types because symbol-kugyol
had come into general use before seokdok-kugyol was in
common use. Early symbol-kugyol materials have the same
peculiarities as seokdok-kugyol, but after the 14th century,
symbol-kugyol materials mostly have the same peculiarities as
eumdok-kugyol. Symbol-kugyol materials can be subclassified
depending upon the tool used to record the text. Thus Gakpil(f
& stylus) symbol-kugyol uses a wooden stylus to make small
perforations in the paper as reading marks, so-called jeomto(E:
) in Korea, while ink symbol kugyol(ZBEFHEOZR) uses black,
vermilion, or white ink to enter the reading marks. Symbol-
kugyol visualizes the space demarcated by a Chinese character
as a rectangle. The reading marks used in symbol-kugyol are
made up of dots and lines or combinations of these basic marks.
A single dot is the basic reading mark in symbol-kugyol. In this
article I describe the origins of kugyol and its subtypes, and
then explain the distinctive characteristics of symbol, seokdok,
and eumdok kugyol. I also discuss the significance of kugyol
characters from the standpoint of writing system theory. Kugyol



characters have been derived from traditional loan character
transcription systems in Korea. They are syllabic characters,
created from classical Chinese characters, by omitting certain
strokes, or by using cursive forms. Kugyol characters are
basically either 'eumgaja’(F{RF) or 'hungaja’ (FHRZF). Japanese
kana are the same kind of characters as kugyol characters.
Actually, kugyol characters and kana have a lot of common
features, and besides kana is closely connected with kugyol from
the standpoint of the history of the development of written
characters.

Key words: kugyol, symbol-kugyol(#f38 0% Buho-kugyol),
seokdok-kugyol(BEEO R, translation kugyol),
eumndok-kugyol (FiHH &R, transliteration kugyol),
kugyol character, eumgaja(E{RF), hungajaGI{RT),
Jeomto(EiH:), loan character transcription systems
(&K, Chaja pyogibeop), Kana
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